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Abstract
This introductory guide offers beginner English-speaking learners a structured overview of 
fundamental Spanish vocabulary. Conceived as an accessible and pedagogically oriented resource, 
it is suitable for both independent study and foundational language courses. The material presents 
essential lexical categories that frequently appear in everyday communication, emphasizing 
practical themes such as greetings, numerals, family-related terminology, color adjectives, and 
common expressions used in basic interactions. By organizing vocabulary into clear thematic 
sections and providing English equivalents, the guide supports comprehension, promotes 
autonomous learning, and lays the groundwork for the development of early communicative 
competence in Spanish. 

1. Introduction
The acquisition of core vocabulary constitutes a fundamental component in the early stages of 
second-language learning. For students beginning their study of Spanish, developing familiarity 
with high-frequency words significantly enhances comprehension, pronunciation, and overall 
communicative confidence. This introductory guide has been created for English-speaking learners 
who benefit from a structured and accessible presentation of essential Spanish lexical items. 

The material adopts a pedagogical and communicative orientation, organizing vocabulary into 
thematic units that reflect real-world situations and everyday interactions. Each section includes 
English equivalents to facilitate understanding, support autonomous study, and promote gradual 
progression toward basic communicicative competence. By presenting vocabulary in meaningful 
categories, the guide aligns with contemporary language-teaching methodologies that emphasize 
contextual learning and practical application. 

2. Basic Greetings and Everyday Expressions
Basic greetings are among the first expressions learners encounter when beginning to communicate 
in Spanish. These phrases allow students to participate in simple interactions and recognize 
common patterns in everyday conversations. 

Spanish English Usage
Hola Hello General greeting

Buenos días Good morning Morning greeting
Buenas tardes Good afternoon Afternoon greeting

Buenas noches Good evening / Good night Evening greeting
¿Cómo estás? How are you? Informal conversation

Gracias Thank you Polite expression
Por favor Please Polite request

Adiós Goodbye Farewell expression

Examples

• Hola, ¿cómo estás? — Hello, how are you 
• Buenas tardes, señor García. — Good afternoon, Mr. García 



3. Numbers in Spanish
Learning numbers in Spanish is essential for everyday tasks such as telling time, shopping, giving 
personal information, and understanding basic instructions. 

Spanish English
Uno One

Dos Two
Tres Three

Cuatro Four
Cinco Five

Seis Six
Siete Seven

Ocho Eight
Nueve Nine

Diez Ten

Examples

• Tengo tres hermanos. — I have three siblings 
• Son las ocho. — It’s eight o’clock 

4. Family Vocabulary
Family-related vocabulary is frequently used in introductions, personal descriptions, and everyday 
conversations, making it a key component of beginner-level communication. 

Spanish English
Madre Mother

Padre Father
Hermano Brother

Hermana Sister
Abuelo Grandfather

Abuela Grandmother
Hijo Son

Hija Daughter

Examples

• Mi madre se llama Ana. — My mother’s name is Ana 
• Tengo un hermano mayor. — I have an older brother 



5. Colors and Descriptive Vocabulary
Colors are fundamental descriptive words that appear in daily interactions, from describing objects 
to giving simple instructions. 

Spanish English
Rojo Red

Azul Blue
Verde Green

Amarillo Yellow
Negro Black

Blanco White

Examples

• El coche es rojo. — The car is red 
• Me gusta el vestido azul. — I like the blue dress 

6. Conclusion
The development of a basic vocabulary repertoire is a crucial step in establishing early 
communicative competence in Spanish. Acquiring essential words and expressions enables learners 
to understand simple messages, participate in everyday interactions, and gradually build confidence 
as they progress in the language. The thematic organization used throughout this guide—covering 
greetings, numbers, family terms, colors, and other high-frequency lexical items—supports memory
retention and facilitates meaningful connections between language and real-life contexts. 

For beginner learners, mastering these foundational elements provides a solid platform from which 
to advance toward more complex aspects of the language. Subsequent stages of learning may 
include the study of grammatical structures, pronunciation patterns, verb conjugations, and 
conversational strategies. By integrating vocabulary practice with listening, speaking, and reading 
activities, students can continue strengthening their communicative abilities and expanding their 
linguistic competence in Spanish. 

Next Steps
Learners who wish to continue improving their Spanish can explore additional resources available 
on Profilingua. Those looking for structured guidance may benefit from our online Spanish classes,
while beginners can access broader materials in our section on learning Spanish for foreigners. 
Travelers preparing for real-life situations may also find our collection of Spanish travel phrases 
especially useful. 
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